
Will You Give me a Drink? Getting People Interested In Jesus 

 
John 4:4-42 features the story of Jesusʼ interaction with a Samaritan woman. Jesus is on his way from Judea to 
Galilee, and stops for a rest near Jacobʼs well in Sychar. He is tired from the long journey and asks a woman at the 
well to give him a drink. He tells her of “living water,” that will satisfy her spiritual thirst in a way that no physical water 
from the well can. She shares the story of her encounter with other Samaritans, and many become believers. This 
passage is primarily about Jesusʼ love and compassion for the Samaritan woman, and illustrates that he did not only 

come to be the Jewish Messiah, but the Saviour of the entire world! 
 
4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a 
town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground 
Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob‟s well was 
there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat 
down by the well. It was about noon.7 When a Samaritan 
woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you 
give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to 
buy food.) 

9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I 
am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” 
(For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)10 Jesus 
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is 
that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he 
would have given you living water.” 11 “Sir,” the woman 
said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. 
Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater 
than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from 
it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” 13 Jesus 
answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty 
again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give them will never 
thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a 
spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I 
won‟t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw 
water.” 

16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 17 “I 
have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are 
right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, 
you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is 
not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” 19 

“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 

Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews 
claim that the place where we must worship is in 
Jerusalem.” 21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time 
is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship 
what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for 
salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has 

1.  What kinds of people make you feel they 
would never be interested in the gospel?     
 
2.  Instead of telling her right away who he was, 
Jesus began by asking the woman for a favor 
(v.7).  Has an unbeliever surprised you by 
meeting your needs in some way?   How? 
 
Historical note: Samaritans were the resultant half race 
of former Jews from the conquered Northern Israel 
Kingdom which were deported to Assyria.  These 
conquered Jews intermarried with other foreigners. 
Pure Jews hated this mixed race because they felt 
their Jewish brothers betrayed their people by 
intermarrying.  Jesus however was not influenced by 
the long standing prejudice and took the shorter and 
more risky route through Samaria. 
 
 
3.  Why does Jesus us the phrase “Living water” 
when he knows she won’t fully comprehend His 
meaning (v 10) 
 
 
 
4.  Why, at the strategic moment when the 
woman says she’ll have the water Jesus offers, 
does Jesus focus on her personal life? (vs 15-16) 
 
 
5.  What connections do you see between the 
“thirst” Jesus has been highlighting and the 
woman’s immoral past?  (vs 16-18) 
  
6.  The Samaritans worshipped on Mt. Gerizim, 
the Jews in Jerusalem.  How does Jesus deal with 
the woman’s seemingly off topic question?  (vs 
19-24) 
 
 



now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father 
in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers 
the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must 
worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 25 The woman said, “I 
know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he 
comes, he will explain everything to us.” 26 Then Jesus 
declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 27 Just 
then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him 
talking with a woman. But no one asked, “What do you 
want?” or “Why are you talking with her?” 28 Then, leaving 
her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to 
the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I 
ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 30 They came out of 
the town and made their way toward him. 31 Meanwhile his 
disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.”32 But he said 
to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.” 

33 Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone 
have brought him food?” 

34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent 
me and to finish his work. 35 Don‟t you have a saying, „It‟s 
still four months until harvest‟? I tell you, open your eyes 
and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36 Even 
now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop 
for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be 
glad together. 37 Thus the saying „One sows and another 
reaps‟ is true. 38 I sent you to reap what you have not 
worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have 
reaped the benefits of their labor.” 39 Many of the 
Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the 
woman‟s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” 40 

So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to 
stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41 And because of 
his words many more became believers. 42 They said to the 
woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you 
said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that 
this man really is the Savior of the world.” 

 
 

Historical Note: Around 400 BCE, the Samaritans built 
a rival temple on Mt Gerizim that the Jews burned 
down in 128 BCE.  The woman may have been 
attempting to steer the conversation away from herself 
to a topic of controversy. 
 
7.  Think of any seekers you know.  In what ways 
do they indicate they are spiritually thirsty?   
 
How can you show them the way the gospel can 
meet their needs without being judgmental or 
manipulative? 
 
8.  Why does Jesus wait until the end of the 
conversation to reveal who he was? (v25-26) 
 
 
9.  Why do you think the woman left her water 
jar? (v.28) 
 
 
10.  How do verses 28-30 reveal the woman’s 
excitement about her conversation with Jesus? 
(Note how the woman’s opinion changes about 
Jesus in verses 9; 19; & 29)  
 
 
11.  Looking back on this study, what are the 
ways Jesus aroused the woman’s interest in the 
good news?  
 
12.  How can we use objects, ideas, experiences, 
and needs people we are familiar with to arouse 
interest in spiritual truths?  Give some examples 
of how you might arouse someone’s interest in 
the gospel. 
 
Pray together about this study. 
 
Apply: 
 
Ask the Lord to show you who the spiritually 
receptive people are in your life.  Invite someone 
to do something socially with you.  Then possibly 
comment about a spiritual thing and see what 
the response is.   Go from there 

 

Resources: NLV Study Bible and Evangelism A Way of Life (LifeGuide Bible Study #3) IVP Connect 


